Permanent Painting

entirely too great. Ordinary naphtha or gasoline, such
as is used for cleaning gloves, can be very safely recom-
mended, because its solvent action is not as great as
that of turpentine and wood alcohol, so that, with the
aid of these three materials, almost any varnish can be
removed, and any adherent foreign substance easily
washed off.

The use of soap and water is recommended by many,
but this is always more or less dangerous unless the
soap is absolutely neutral. It always finds its way into
cracks, is absorbed by the canvas and the under-
lying paint, so that in many instances a painting be-
comes so badly buckled that, even though it is cleaned,
the cracks and defects are magnified. (Great care
must be taken not to use a soap which is alkaline. The
soaps which are neutral are principally the shaving
soaps, Ivory Soap, and genuine castile soap). The
soap may be mixed with tepid water and applied with
a sponge to the surface of the painting, thereby re-
moving the thickened dust and dirt from its surface.
An application of this kind will seldom, if ever, do
any harm, except on a painting which is badly cracked,
and where water is liable to soak into the canvas and
swell it, or where the painting* is based on an aqueous
mixture.

Colors which have become darkened with age or
affected by the sulphur fumes of the atmosphere, like
flake white, and English or chrome vermilion, can
only be properly renovated if the surface is abraded,
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